Supplement
Transition probabilities (Table S1 ) and stability properties (Table S2 ) of octocoral species and communities, as well as diversity measurements (Table S3) , were quantified from transition matrices (Table S4) , which indicate the frequency at which a space occupied by an octocoral colony changed between occupations (another octocoral species or another benthic sessile organism) in eight octocoral communities off the Pacific Coast of Panama. These estimates were calculated following the formulations of Hill et al. (2004) , where: "P" is the transition matrix of the stationary community (Table S4) , "j" is the column of species j, "i" is the row of species i, "s" is a non-octocoral state, called "bare rock" in Hill et al. (2004) , "p" is an entry in any given point of P, "w" is the matrix dominant eigenvector normalized to sum to 1, "λ 1 " and "λ 2 "are the largest and second largest eigenvalues of P. 
